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10:00 am
	 Welcome Message - Crystal Ballroom 
	 • 	Bridgette Readel, Lilac Lane Media and WDAY Radio 

10:15 am
	 Keynote Address - Celebrating Agriculture: Protecting your future
	 • Michele Payn, Author and Principal, Cause Matters Corp.
	� How can you have more effective conversations about soil, chemicals, 

sustainability, regenerative ag, and GMOs with people outside of agriculture?  
Michele will help you bridge the gap to build social acceptance of animal ag 
and its relationship with North Dakota’s environmental health.  She’ll also illustrate ways 
agriculture needs to serve as the source of information for the technology of tomorrow, 
leveraging the trust in farmers.

11:00 am 
	 2026 Ag Markets and Situation Outlook    
	  • �Frayne Olson, PhD, NDSU Agribusiness and Applied Economics 
	 �Hear from NDSU’s top Crop Economist/Marketing Specialist about the upcoming 

2026 ag market outlook.  

11:30 am 
	 ND Livestock Alliance report to membership  
	  • �Amber Wood, Executive Director, NDLA 
	 �Join Amber for a celebration of NDLA’s 2025 accomplishments and a sneak peek at what’s 

to come in 2026. 

11:45 am 
	���� Trade Show and Networking Break
	 Take this time to grab a snack, explore the tradeshow booths and enter to win door prizes!

ND Pork Council Annual Meeting - Bach Room

12:30 pm 
	 Lunch

1:15 pm 
	 2026 Growing Season Weather Outlook  
	  • �Daryl Ritchison, NDAWN Director and North Dakota State Climatologist 
	 �Learn what Mother Nature has up her sleeve in 2026 with North Dakota ag’s 

favorite weather enthusiast.

1:45 - 2:15 pm 
	 Breakout Session • Brahms Room and Bach Room

2:15 pm 
	 Networking and Trade show - Crystal Ballroom
	 Take this time to grab a snack, explore the tradeshow booths and enter to win door prizes!

3:00 pm 
	 NEW!!! The Farm and Food Circuit – An interactive learning session  
	 Guests will be split into groups and will spend 15 minutes at each interactive station.

	 Pork rib preparation demonstration   
	  • �Dr. Eric Berg, NDSU Professor and Carnivore Catering Leader 
	 �Observe Carnivore Catering’s Dr. Berg as he prepares and seasons a variety of 

pork ribs. 

	 Dairy product samplings    
	  • �Brenna Bobendrier, ND Farmer Relations, Midwest Dairy
	 �Product innovation is constant in U.S. dairy coolers. Enjoy samples of some of 

the region’s latest new dairy products. Don’t be shy to try something outside 
your comfort zone!

	 Healthy Soil: How manure makes a difference     
	  • �Dr. Carlos Pires, Assistant Professor, NDSU Extension Soil Health
	 �Learn from Dr. Pires how manure improves the health of North Dakota’s soils, 

leading to improved crop production, reduced erosion, and more. 

	 Beef cut demonstration     
	  • �Nicole Wardner, Executive Director, ND Beef Commission
	 �Let’s put your beef cut knowledge to the test with an interactive beef cut 

demonstration. What new cuts will you try at home? 

	4:00 pm 
	 Adjourn

BREAKOUT SESSION 
1:45 pm - 2:15 pm
	 Acclimating new citizens to rural ND  
	 Brahm Room
	  • Buba Kanagi, Global Talent Coordinator, ND Department of Commerce 	
	 and Derrick Gross, Executive Director, CATCH ND

	� Livestock development brings a most valuable asset to rural North Dakota… 
people! Hear how these key leaders support ND communities with welcoming 
new people and families into rural life.   

	 Livestock Permit Hearings 101  
	 Bach Room
	  • Ty Eschenbaum, Partner, A1 Development Solutions 

	� Successfully navigating livestock permit hearings requires preparation, 
clarity, and meaningful public engagement. This session walks through best 
practices before, during, and after a hearing—drawing on real-world lessons learned. 
Attendees will gain practical tips for building a strong record, engaging stakeholders, and 
running hearings that are fair, efficient, and defensible.  This session will be applicable 
for all stakeholders including landowners, community leaders, officials, and general 
livestock supporters. 

1. ND Corn Utilization Council                                                                                

2. ND Pork Council                                                                                

3. Green Bison Soy Processing

4. DGA Engineering

5. PIC

6. �Agtegra Cooperative/ 
Dakotaland Feeds

7. Ridgeline Contracting 

8. Capital Credit Union

9. Campbell County Insurance

10. �ND Association of Rural Electric 
Cooperatives

11. Central Confinement Services 

12. Quality Health Associates of ND

13. ND Beef Commission

14. ND Department of Water Resources 

15. ND Township Officers Association 

16. Sharp Industries 

17. A1 Development Solutions

18. Lange Ag Systems

19. NDSU Department of Animal Science

20. �ND Department of Environmental 
Quality

21. AgPlus Farm & Ranch Supply

22. �AgCountry/ 
Farm Credit Services of Mandan

23. Riverview Dairy

24. ND Ethanol Council

25. Maas Energy

26. NuEra Enterprises

27. Topigs Norsvin

28. CGB AgriFinancial

29. Pifer’s Auction & Realty

Trade Show Booth Map
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